
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE ZONING COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF 

OTTAWA HILLS, OHIO, HELD ON APRIL 16, 2019 AT 5:00 P.M. IN THE JEAN W. 

YOUNGEN MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

 

1 

Mayor Kevin Gilmore called the April 16, 2019 meeting of the Ottawa Hills Zoning 

Commission to order at 5 pm.  

 

Roll was taken with Commission members Todd Seifried, Kate O’Connell, Paul Bishop, 

Patricia Koury, and Mayor Kevin Gilmore present. Also present representing the Village of 

Ottawa Hills were Village Solicitor Sarah McHugh and Village Manager Marc Thompson.  

 

Members of the audience included Kate Backoff, Michelle McGrath, Duane Ankney, Nasrin 

Afjeh, Todd Kime, Thomas Flanigan, and Mark Koury. 

 

Mrs. O’Connell made a motion to approve the minutes from the February 28, 2019 meeting. 

Mr. Bishop seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 

 

Mayor Gilmore then administered the oath to Kate Backoff, Michelle McGrath, Duane 

Ankney, Todd Kime, Thomas Flanigan, and Marc Thompson. 

 

Mr. Thompson described the first request for a variance at 3640 West Bancroft St. He 

reported that the McGrath family wishes to construct a detached garage on their property 

which would require variances for building height and building size. Specifically, the 

proposed building would be 18’6” in height compared to the maximum in the zoning code of 

15 feet for an accessory structure. The proposed size of the building is 672 sq. ft. compared 

to 576 sq. ft. permitted by the zoning code. 

 

Mr. Thompson concluded stating that the proposed structure is consistent with the zoning 

code in all other aspects such as location in the rear yard, setbacks, etc. 

 

Mrs. McGrath addressed the Commission stating that they currently have difficulty getting 

cars in to their existing garage and as a result cars are parked in the driveway frequently. She 

also said that her husband is a woodworker and part of the proposed new structure would be 

a workshop with the storage above. 

 

Discussion followed regarding the height of the existing home which was estimated to be 

approximately 25 feet.  It was confirmed that the garage would have a roof pitch similar to 

the roof of the house but would not be as tall as the main structure. 

 

Mr. Decker entered the meeting at this time. 

 

JP Ankney entered the meeting at this time.  

 

Mr. Bishop stated that it appeared that the McGrath family was attempting to optimize the 

space while keeping the proposed garage in a good location. 

 

Mrs. O’Connell made a motion to approve the variance at 3640 West Bancroft St. to allow an 

accessory structure with a height of 18’6” and a footprint of 672 sq. ft. The location of the 

proposed structure will be as represented in documents provided to the Zoning Commission 

and made of materials (wood frame, vinyl siding, asphalt shingles) as described in those 

documents. 
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Mrs. McGrath identified one proposed change from the submitted plans which is to have a 

single, larger garage door instead of two smaller doors. 

 

Mrs. O’Connell amended her motion to identify that change. Mr. Seifried seconded the 

motion, and upon call of the roll the motion passed unanimously. 

 

The next item for consideration was a request for a variance at 2560 Forestvale Dr. 

 

Mr. Thompson reported that Dr. and Mrs. Flanigan wish to expand their home and the 

expansion will result in about 5200 sq. ft. of footprint which exceeds the maximum allowed 

by the zoning code. The code allows 13% lot coverage and the proposal would be for about 

14.8% coverage. 

 

Mr. Kime, representing the owner, stated that this was an effort to update an older style home 

using the existing garage as additional living space and adding new garage space. 

 

Mr. Flanigan stated that his truck does not fit into the garage and as a result is parked outside 

frequently. Discussion followed regarding the existing floor plan and the proposed floor plan. 

 

Mrs. O’Connell confirmed that the new addition will be entirely in brick. Mr. Kime stated 

that it would be in brick and then painted so that the entire house matched. 

 

Mr. Bishop stated that it appeared to be a lovely upgrade with considerable expense to the 

Flanigan family, stating further that the variance is nominal in scope. Mrs. O’Connell 

concurred that it was a relatively small variance. Mrs. Koury stated that it will be a nice 

enhancement to the property.  

 

Mrs. O’Connell made a motion to grant the variance for 2560 Forestvale for lot coverage of 

14.8% to allow for the proposed home addition. 

 

Mr. Seifried seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 

 

Mayor Gilmore reminded everyone that the next meeting would be a public hearing to deal 

with the proposed planned unit development (PUD) at 4630 Brookside Rd. The meeting will 

be at 4:30 pm in the community room of the elementary school. That meeting will be devoted 

exclusively to consideration of the PUD request. 

 

The Zoning Commission also set May 30 as the date for the next regular meeting following 

the May 2 meeting. There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:24 pm. 

 

 

 

____________________________________ 

Mayor Kevin Gilmore 


